Sorrow of Domesticating God – II Samuel 2:1-11; Luke 1:46-56

Reformation: 1517 – Church

Songs from the heart: (Hannah, Mary)

Poetry: Response of the deep recesses of the heart

Songs that reveal the character of God

Domesticating God: Making god Look Just Like Us

We fashion a God who is tame, controllable and never does anything you do not like; who never does anything who makes you mad. Never Confounds you.

Living God will confound and exasperate you.

How do we know when we are domesticating God?   -  When we do not struggle with him.

Sweeping the struggle under the rug

	Misses the struggles of Scripture

Jab, Jacob, Paul Psalms – music of confusion, doubt, heartache, praise

Psalm 77:1-9
I cried out to God for help: I cried out to God to hear me. When I was in distress, I sought the Lord; at night I stretched out untiring hands and my soul refused to be comforted.  I remembered you O God, and I groaned; I mused, and my spirit grew faint. Shelah You kept my eyes from closing; I was too troubled to speak.  I thought about the former days, the years of long ago; I remembered my songs in the night. My heart mused and my spirit inquired: “Will the Lord reject forever? Will he never show his favor again? Has his unfailing love vanished forever? Has his promise failed for all time? Has God forgotten to be merciful? Has he in anger withheld his compassion?” Selah

Romans 8:23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit. Groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

Weakens our Faith
Masks our Identity
Robs the Christian of Joy
	John 10:28 Thomas’ joy.

NCCC Core Value #2 … We are weary pilgrims needing mutual encouragement as we learn to struggle well together.

Reformation: Truth’s that changed the world

My conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  God help me. Amen”  It is legend that Luther said the words “Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen”  ~ Martin Luther

